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Challengers Division —- LEVEL 1

Rainbow! (58 words)

How many colors are there in a rainbow?

Just remember the name: ROY G. BIV

R is for RED.

O is for ORANGE.
Y is for YELLOW.
G is for GREEN.

B is for BLUE.

I 1s for INDIGO.

V is for VIOLET.
1,2,3,4,5,6 and 7!

There are 7 colors in a rainbow!
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Challengers Division — LEVEL 2

The Shy Ladybug (75 words)

A strong wind pushed a ladybug to a new garden. There, she met some
new friends.

The spider asked, “What’s on your head?”” She said, “Antennae! So, I can
feel the wind.”

The earthworm asked, “What’s on your body?” She said, “Legs! So, I can
walk.”

The snail asked, “What’s on your back?”” She said, “Wings! So, I can fly.”

They asked, “Why are you so red?” She said, “You’re looking at me! I’'m

shy!”
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Challengers Division — LEVEL 3

King Midas (109 words)

Once upon a time, there was a king named Midas and his daughter. The
king liked gold a lot. He asked the gods, “Turn everything I touch into gold!” And
they did!

At first, it was fun. He touched a rock and it became gold. A flower turned
shiny, too! When he tried to eat, the food turned into gold sadly. Then, he kissed
his daughter. She turned into a gold statue and couldn’t move or talk.

The king was unhappy. The gods turned everything back to normal. At last,
the king said, “The most important thing for me is my daughter, not all the gold

in the world.”
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Challengers Division — LEVEL 4

The Birthday Mystery (164 words)

January 5th was the first day at a new school for Harry.
His fourth grade teacher, Miss Hall, asked Harry, “Please stand up and tell
us your name, where you live, your birthday, your hobbies, etc.”
Harry stood up and said, “My name is Harry Adams. I live on Spring Street.
I like puzzles and math.” Then he asked a riddle, “OK, everyone, please guess my
birthday. One week ago, | was 8 years old. Next year, [ will turn 11. Can you guess
when my birthday 1s?”
Miss Hall said, “Is that possible?” One girl said, ““You jumped three years!”

"’

Another boy claimed, “Leap Day, February 29th

So many guesses but nobody was correct. Harry said, “It’s easy, it is

December 31st. One week ago, I was eight years old. On the 31st, I turned nine.

This year on December 31st, I will become 10. Next year on December 31st, I
will turn 11 years old!”

Everyone was impressed and Harry was happy.

*riddle RERE

*leap day (5%5%)2H29H
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Masters Division — LEVEL 1

Fireworks (100 words)

Look up at the sky!
There are fireworks!

I like them very much!

We enjoy watching them.
I go with my family and friends.

We go to the fireworks festival.

There are many shapes.

Ovals and circles and stars!

Fireworks can create so many things.

We can enjoy so many colors.

Red, green, yellow and blue!

They are so bright and beautiful.

They make big noises, too!
Like BAM! and BANG!
BOOM! and BOMB!

We also enjoy fireworks at home.

Shells, flowers, rockets and candles.

I like sparklers the best.

I like fireworks very much!

Do you like fireworks, too?

* sparkler #RETEN
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Masters Division — LEVEL 2

The Ice Pop (158 words)

One day, Cathy was eating an ice pop. She licked it many, many times
until she finished it.

She asked her mother, “Mom, how many licks does it take to finish an ice
pop?”

Mom opened an ice pop and started licking it. She licked it 50 times and
she finished it! “It takes 50 licks,” she said.

Next, Cathy asked her father, “Dad, how many licks does it take to finish
an ice pop?”

Dad thought about it. Then, he licked his ice pop 25 times and he finished
it. “It takes 25 licks!” he said.

Then, Cathy asked her brother, “How many licks...?”

“Oh, give it to me. I’ll show you,” her brother said as he quickly took the
ice pop from her.

He started to lick, “One, two, three...CRUNCH!” He bit the ice pop and
finished it! “It takes three licks! Ha Ha Ha Ha!” said the boy.

Cathy was surprised and said, “Oh, brother!”

*lick i3
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Masters Division — LEVEL 3

Brave Little Sally (202 words)

This is a story about a little girl with a big heart. Six-year-old Sally’s little

brother, Ricky, was very sick with a rare blood disease. The family was at the
hospital.

The doctor told their parents, “Since Sally had the same disease before and
recovered, her body now has the good blood that can save Ricky’s life.”

Later, her parents told Sally about his condition. Then the doctor asked,
“Sally, can you give your blood to your brother?”

The girl took a deep breath, “Yes, I’ll give my blood because it will save
his life.”

The next day, the blood exchange began. Sally lay in bed next to Ricky.

Her smile grew as her brother’s cheeks turned pink. However, Sally’s face soon
lost color and its sweet smile, too.

Sally was scared and said nervously, “I gave all my blood to Ricky. Will I
start to die quickly or slowly?”

The doctor asked, “Oh dear. Why do you think you’re going to die?”

The young girl answered, “I thought I would have to give all my blood.”

Sally’s parents began to cry. They knew that Sally loved Ricky so much

that she would die for him. Sally was a brave little girl.

13
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Masters Division — LEVEL 4

The Mukai Chiaki Story (253 words)

Mukai Chiaki is one of Japan’s modern heroes. She was a successful
doctor, loved to go out of this world, and became the first Japanese to go up into
space twice.

At age 31, she found a newspaper article about new astronauts. After

reading it, she thought, “Can a scientist like me really go into space? I thought

only pilots could be astronauts!” She decided to try it.

In 1994, she was selected for the Space Shuttle of the United States. It was

not easy, but her experience as a heart surgeon at Keio University Hospital helped

her in training. After traveling, she said, “In space, it was hard to tell where the
floor was and where the ceiling was.”

On her second flight, Chiaki studied about sleep and weightlessness using

her scientific background. She also invited children to become involved. They

helped with her tanka poem and named her new teddy bear. She even

communicated using sign language! She liked saying “Working in Space” because

she could help Japanese people understand more about space.
In Chiaki’s hometown, there is a museum where young people can learn

about science and space in an exciting way. “We should believe in ourselves and

be more confident,” she tells them.

“Children are the future of our society,” Chiaki once said. “We should
support them as much as we can. This is necessary for all of us.” So just like
Chiaki followed her dreams, she says to everyone, “If you want to do something,

"’

go for it
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