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Challengers Division —- LEVEL 1

This Is My Town (49 words)

This is my town.
There is a post office.

It’s the mail carrier.

There is a bakery.

It’s the baker.

There is a police station.

It’s the police officer.

There is a school.

It’s the teacher.

This is my town.
There is MY house.

It’s my mom! See you!
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Challengers Division — LEVEL 2

The Ant in the Garden (77 words)

A small ant was lost. He wanted to find his ant hill.

In the garden, he asked a beetle. “Go to the eggplant,” the beetle said.

At the eggplant, he asked a butterfly. “Go to the roses,” the butterfly said.

By the roses, he asked a ladybug. “Go up the tree. You can see it from
there,” the ladybug said.

From the tree, the ant saw the ant hill! He ran down and went home! The

end!
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Challengers Division — LEVEL 3

The Homestay Happening (111 words)

Naomi was a ten-year-old girl from Japan. She was in America with a

homestay family.

On the second day, the family was making soup. The host mother told

Naomi to put some water on the stove.

She thought, “How do I put water ON the stove? It will become wet.”

So, she took a pitcher of water, then poured it on the stove. The water made

a big mess™ in the kitchen.

The host mother saw it and said, “Oh, I’'m sorry, Naomi. I mean put water

IN a pot. Then put the pot ON the stove.”

Now, Naomi understood, “Ohhh, I see! I’ll try my best to understand

English better.”
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Challengers Division — LEVEL 4

A Mother’s Love (160 words)

A mother bird was looking for some food in a beautiful forest. Suddenly,
she saw a big fire! Smoke and flames were everywhere!

She thought of her baby chicks. So, she flew home as fast as she could. It

was difficult to see and breathe through the smoke.

The mother bird finally reached her nest. Since smoke rises, she decided
to move her three chicks to the base of a tree. At the bottom, she covered the

crying chicks by spreading her wings over them.

The fire was coming closer, but she never left them. Soon after, the fire

was above them. The mother bird tried her best but, she died.
A few days after the fire, a park ranger was walking by. He heard some
chicks crying. He walked over and saw the dead mother covering the three chicks.

They were alive!

The ranger realized that this brave, loving mother bird gave up her life to

save her children.
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Masters Division — LEVEL 1

What Kind of Year? (102 words)

Oh, I wonder how the year will be!

We have spring in March, April and May!

Sakura come out. Hooray!

They are blooming flowers

Followed by spring showers.

June, July and August bring us summertime!

Let’s find a tree to climb.
We can feel the sun’s rays

On very hot days.

Autumn 1s September, October, and November.

It’s a good time to remember
Brown, red, yellow leaves fall

From trees short or tall.

December, January, and February mean winter is here!

The sky looks so clear.
The weather becomes so cold.

Happy New Year! Goodbye old.

Oh, I wonder about next year!
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Masters Division — LEVEL 2

Penguins (162 words)

Penguins are interesting birds because they can "fly" in water. They look

funny when they walk on ice. But they are smooth swimmers in the ocean.

Almost all penguins live in the southern part of the world. They are in

Antarctica®, Australia, New Zealand, Africa and South America. The Galapagos™

penguin lives on an island located on the equator™!

Generally, penguins like to stay and move in large groups. They spend half
of their time on land and half in the sea. They catch the krill*, fish and other types

of seafood.

There are almost twenty types of penguins. The tallest is the emperor
penguin. An adult is over one meter tall and weighs more than twenty kilograms.
The smallest is the fairy penguin. It is normally about 30 to 35 centimeters tall

and weighs a little more than a kilogram.

The larger penguins can keep warm bodies and they usually live in colder

areas. Smaller ones live in warmer, tropical regions.
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Masters Division — LEVEL 3

The Choice (204 words)

Kenny was a 6th-grade boy with many hobbies. He was in the baseball
club and in the boy scouts. This summer, both the club and the boy scouts were

having activities in the same week.

He had a big choice to make: attend baseball practice or go to boy scout

camp?

Kenny asked his teacher about it. The teacher said that it’s good to

experience nature. She told him to go to camp with the boy scouts.

He also asked his best friend and teammate, Mikey. Of course, Mikey
wanted to have fun together playing baseball with him.

Kenny heard many opinions from different people. He was confused and
didn’t know what to do. Baseball is good for exercising. Camping is good for

learning about nature. He thought about his decision all night.

The next morning, Kenny’s mother asked him, “What’s wrong, son?”’

He answered, “Mom, I don’t know what to do about this summer.”

She said, “Please don’t worry. You’re a good player and a good boy scout.

You can do what is in your heart and decide yourself.”

Kenny made his choice and went to school feeling good inside. What did

Kenny decide? If you had to decide, what would you do?
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Masters Division — LEVEL 4

Cherry Blossoms in Washington, D.C. (245 words)

Do you like cherry blossoms? Japanese people like watching them bloom
to signal the start of spring. They can be seen all over Japan and are a symbol of the

country.

Cherry trees can also be seen in Washington, D.C., the capital of the United

States. Actually, those trees came from Japan, too! In 1912, the mayor of Tokyo

presented 3,000 trees to America to thank the people of the U.S.

In a small ceremony, the wife of the American President and the wife of the

Japanese Ambassador planted the first cherry trees near the Potomac River.

A few years later, the Americans sent some dogwood trees to the Japanese
people. A group of American kids presented the trees as a sign of goodwill and
thanks.

In 1981, many Yoshino cherry trees were destroyed by a flood. America
sent some cuttings of its trees to Japanese scientists to re-plant them in Japan. In

1999, a cutting from a 1,500-year-old tree from Gifu was planted in America.

Now, Washington hosts a yearly cherry blossom festival. It lasts for two
weeks and more than one million people go to visit. Just like Japanese people,

Americans also walk and sit under the trees and enjoy the beautiful scenery.
Because of its peaceful and beautiful image, the cherry blossom has become

a great connection between the two countries. It’s not only a symbol of Japan, but

also a symbol of the great friendship between Japan and the United States.
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